BMA SEMINARY

BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

1530 East Pine St. Jacksonville, TX 75766
(903) 586-2501 Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 4:45 pm Central Time Fax (903) 586-0378
www.bmats.edu

APPLICATION
FORADMISSION
PACKET

APPLY ONE OF TWO WAYS:
1. this application

2. download the application from the web site, print it out, and mail it to the Admissions Office.

Within the context of its theological convictions and mission, Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary does no
discriminae on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national and ethnic origin, or disability in administration of educational po
admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and other seldoghistered programs.

BMA Seminary reserves the right @ncel the admission of any applicant who demonstrates behavior, after acceptance but
enrollment, which would have caused the BMA Seminary to deny admission had the behavior occurred earlier.



http://www.bmats.edu/

APPLICATIONNSTRUCTIONS

This is a selmanaged applition. You control the gathering and submitting of all credentials necessary to complete
your application. Please collect all documentation required and submit it to BMA Seminary in a singtezexer
envelope along with 35 application fee

Theseinstructions are designed to answer some of the questions commonly asked about applying for admission. If
you have questions that are not answered by these instructions or the catalog, please call the Admissions Office at
(903) 5862501.

Before applyng, you should first read the BMA Seminary catalog regarding the degree program in which you are
interested and the Admission Requirements section. Applicants who are not U.S. residents should also read the Englis
Proficiency section.

The application ath supporting materials should be submitbedearlier than 15 months before the date of anticipated
enroliment.

All application items must be received in the Admissions Offizéater than the following dates:

Fall Semester(begins the first week of Sephber; application deadlinedsily 1)

January Inter-Semesterf t wo Master ds I n Motion cour sesNowmbeed ed i n
Spring Semester(begins around the fourth week of January; application deadlMeviember J)

Summer Semster (sessions begin June through August; application deadligriisl )

We encourage you to apply at least four to eight months before your expected enrollment date. Applications may b
submitted after the deadline but will be considered and procasgede allows. If you are planning on applying for
Financial Aid, your application must be approved by June 1 for the Fall semester and September 1 for the Spring
semester. International students must have Financial Aid Applications approved by Jdougng ipcoming fall
semester.

The following instructions correspond to the specified sections of the Application for Admission.

1. PERSONAL IDENTIFICATI@Mase help us to identify you by name and location. If you are currently a student,
plea give your school address and phone, and indicate the times when we can reach you at that address in the space
Aiphone from ___ to ___ .0

2. COURSE OF STUDYou should select the course of study that best aligns with your ministry goals and your
purposes in coming to BMA Seminary.

Most of the Associate of Divinity and much of the Masters of Arts degrees are available through Distance Learning
and Masterds I n Motion. A Certificate of OChimgi stian I
Correspondence. Courses can be used for supplementing a residence program or for personal enrichment.

3. ACADEMIC BACKGROUNIDur application must include transcripts of your work at every college and
university. This includes, but is nlimnited to, schools from which you transferred work to earn a degree at another
school.

You should request that transcript(s) be sent to the Admissions Office. You may Beegtiest for Academic
Transcript form in this application packet for this puse. If you have attended more than one school, photocopy the
form and send one to each school.

If you do not remember the address of your college, you should try to search for the school online, or call our
Admissions Office and we will try to find it. &ur signature is mandatory. A school cannot send your transcript without
your signature on the request. Be aware that most schools charge a fee for providing a transcript; plan to send that am
with your request.

4. RESEARCH AND WRITING PROFICH&Hs¥ include a sample of prior academic work (such as a previous
research paper) to demonstrate your proficiency in writing and research. Students with deficiencies in English and



grammar will be required to take a developmental English course at addege. Students with deficiencies in research
and writing will be required to take RE 314 as a-noedit developmental course. Upon request of not less than two
professors, the dean may require any student to enroll in the RE 314 course.

5. REFERECES You must list three people who know you well and have agreed to serve as references for you. One
of your references should be your pastor or a person in a position of spiritual oversight over you. If you are in school or
have recently graduatedhet second reference should be one of your professors. If you are out of school, the second
reference should be your employer or a business associate. We ask that your references not be related to you, such as
parent or parerin-law, brotherin-law, etc.

Your selfmanaged application requires you to distribute and collect the attached reference forms. You should first
complete the top of each form where you print your name and print your address. With the reference form, give your
reference a seliddresed, stamped, securggyle business envelope and ask him or her to complete the form, seal it in
the envelope, sign across the envelope flap, and send it back to you. When you receive the returned reference form, d
open it but submit it with your ber application materials.

6. CHURCH RELATIONSH®reparation for Christian ministry is nurtured in the local church before seminary study.
Ask your church to write a letter: (1) confirming membership or regular participation in good standimglof@jrey
your potential for effective ministry, and (3) confirming the length of time and description of your involvement in
ministries of the church. This letter is in addition to the pastoral reference requested above, although both could be
completed byour pastor.

Although some applicants may not be planning on vocational ministry, ministry involvement and potential for
ministry in general are still criteria considered in admission evaluation.

As with the references (see above), the church shouti senh e st at ement to you with
across the flap, and you should submit it unopened with your application.

7. PERSONAL STATUBlI ease specify your marital status, your
yourspouse has been divorced. I f you are engaged, subsH

If either you or your spouse has been divorced, please submit a statement discussing each occurrence. The fact th
you have been divorcatbes not mean you will be denied admittance. However, the Admissions Committee must
understand the situation(s) in order to evaluate your potential for success in seminary study and in future ministry. For
each divorce, please discuss when and why itroed, counseling which may have occurred before the divorce, who filed
for the divorce, attempts at reconciliation, the resolution including the status of children from the marriage, your view of
biblical teaching on divorce and remarriage, and how yelitle divorce may affect your future ministry.

If you are separated but not divorced, please contact the Director of Admissions, as each situation is considered on
caseby-case basis.

8. CITIZENSHIPPlease specify your citizenship status. Iragional students who plan to attend BMA Seminary on a
student visa (A or 31) will be asked, after being provisionally accepted, to document their source(s) of financial support
for their entire period of study.

9. ENGLISH PROFICIENGYe demonstiion of English proficiency is required of all applicants for whom English is
not the native or birth language, even applicants who are United States citizens, have attended American or English
speaking colleges and universities, and are-tang residerg of Englishspeaking countries.

Applicants whose native language is not English must demonstrate a minimum composite score of 5bagedper
test) or 213 (computdrased test) on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (T@QEELAvww.toefl.org. If you
need to submit English proficiency scores and have not already made plans to take the required tests, you should mak
these plans before applying. TOEFL is a registered trademark of Educational TestinggSEMR)eP. O. Box 899,
Princeton, NJ 08540, U.S.A. bttp://www.ets.org This publication is not endorsed or approved by ETS.



http://www.toefl.org/
http://www.ets.org/

10. BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS ABOUT THE APPLICANT
In a 500 to 1,000 word statement, relidie details of the following phases of your Christian life:
a. Particulars about your conversion to Christ. Please state what a person must do to receive eternal life and when you took t
step.
b. Your call to the gospel ministry or to Christian service: d@fes of ministry in which you are planning to serve.
c. The extent to which you have been involved and the success you have enjoyed in preaching the Gospel and personally
leading others to Christ.
d. Your spiritual and vocational goals in life.
e. Your motives fordoing undergraduate or graduate work.
f.  Your plans for completing your intended program of studies.
Please sign your statement.

Please list the Christian service/ministry activities in which you have been involved (ministry involvement,
church/organizaon, dates).

Employment and leadership experience
Provide short answers that will enable the Admissions Committee to evaluate your experience and leadership in
Christian ministry and in your employment. Please include dates of employment where applicable

Health, financial, and personal information

Regarding your finances, the Admissions Committee i
attending BMA Seminary. Our Financial Aid office has information about student loan progesedbased scholarship
grants, and eagyayment plans. You may apply for financial aid once you have applied for admission. The financial aid
application is available upon request. All applicants for aid are required to submit financial aid transcrgbtsu(@hi
di fferent from grade transcripts) from every school ¢
financial aid transcript be sent to BMA Seminary.

11. SPOUSEG6S OR FI ANCE OGS/ FIl APNCefagk fofaresknNoFfdure dpaubd tadD N
prepare a statement of his or her saving faith in Christ, when he or she took that step, and his or her support far your pl
to enter BMA Seminary. Your spouse should sign the statement. If you aredelji@e applicant, thisgatement is not
required.

12. DOCTRINAL STATEMEMNfplicants are required to read the doctrinal statement in its entirety. It may be found
in the seminary catalog, or lattp://bmats.edu/doctrine.htnif you have questions about these doctrines which are not
clarified by our Doctrinal Statement, please contact the Admissions Office. While the BMA Seminary does not
discriminate against qualified students with differing doctrinal views and also alisasssion of different doctrinal

views, students are asked to agree not to promote doctrines contrary to the Doctrinal Statement of the BMA Seminary.

13. CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHERIKase specify if you are/have been under investigation or havartested

for a crime or sexual offense. Also please specify if you have ever been convicted of a crime or sexual offense. If you
answered yes to either question, please attach a signed statement discussing each occurrence. For each occurrence
investigation/arrest/crime, please discuss when and why it occurred, the sentence imposed for each occurrence (includ
its duration), the resolution of the occurrence, and how you feel the occurrence may affect your future ministry. The fac
that you wereeer under investigation, arrested, or convicted of a crime or sexual offense does not mean you will be
denied admittance. However, the admissions committee must understand the situation(s) in order to evaluate your
potential for success in seminary anduture ministry. Applicants are required to give permission to the BMA

Seminary to obtain a criminal background check.

14. INCOMING STUDENT INFORMATHBNNnformation will not be considered when the Admissions Committee
evaluates your applicath. We need this information for statistical reporting purposes and to get to know you better and
Alinkd you into the seminary family after acceptance.


http://bmats.edu/doctrine.htm

BMA SEMINARY

BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY For Admissions Office Use Only
1530EAST PINE STREET JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS 75766 (903)586-2501 A $35 Fee
Date Received
Date Approved
1. PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION Date Entering
Classification
Last or family name, first name, middle name College
Degree
Name you go by Remarks
Social Security number
Other name under which you attended college
( )
Present mailing address Home phone, from: _ /  / to_ [/
( )
Work Phone (If we may contact you there
( )
Permanent mailing address Phone
( )
E-mail address Mobile phone

Date of birth(Month, Day, Year)

Place of birth:

Where do you consider your hometown to be?

2. COURSE OF STUib¥ck program:

A M. Div. Master of Divinity

M. A. R. Masterof Arts in Religion
B. A. R. Bachelorof Arts in Religion

> >

When do you plan to

JanuarymterSe mest er

I > > >

> >

begin

M. A. C. M. Master of Arts irChurch Ministries
Special / Other
A. Div. Associate of Diinity

your studies?

(two Masterb6s |In

How are you planning to complete your courses? (Check all that apply)

Attend Mastero6s

I > > >

What type of credit do you plan to receive?
A Crediti toward a degree

A Non Crediti for personal enrichment

I n

Correspondence / Distance Learning
Attend regular classes at Arkansas extension site (Conway, AR)

Attend regular classes at BMA Seminary in Jacksonville, TX

Mot i on cour ses

Have you applied to BMA Seminary beforeA Yes A No

(Check
Fall Semester 200 (begins at the first week of September; application deadline is July 1)
200 _
Spring Semester 200 (begins around the fourth week of January; application deadline is November 1)
Summer Semester 200 (sessions begin Buoegh August; application deadline is April 1)

one.

Mot i on

mai nl vy

Mast er

cour ses



If an alumnus or former stedt at BMA Seminary, when were you enrolled?

3. ACADEMIC BACKGROUND
For each school attended beyond high school, give:

Attended Degree or Year degree Check if less than
Name of institution from/to diploma was/will be received 12 hourscompleted
A
A
A
A
A

Please request that an official transcript be sent to the Admissitios. Ofse theRequest for Academic Transcriptform for this
purpose.

To the best of your understanding:
a. Have you completed or ar e a byeanB.A or®.S.ooequydleatfodesd Nbachel or
b. Is the school that awarded your degaeeredited by:
A A generally recognized regional or professional accreditation agency (SACS, North Central, etc.)?
A Aninstitution not regionally accredited but recognized by regionally accredited colleges and universities in the state
where it is located?
A Accredited by organizations recognized by the Council for Higher Education Association (CHEA)?
A Dondét know
Is your cumulative grade point average above 2.5 on a 4.0 #calé&sA No
Have you ever been expelled or suspended by any schdolYesA No
Are you under any kind of disciplinary action or pending action by any schdol¥es A No
If yes to either question, when? Why?

4. RESEARCH AND WRITING PROFICIENS§Xdents must demonstrate proficiency in writing and research.
Please list here the title(s) of your research and writing sample(s) you are enclosing:

5. REFERENCES

Please complete the top portion of each reference form, then ask your reference to complete it and return it to yed émeetszd

with his or her signature acrodee flap. The first reference should be from your pastor or a person in a position of spiritual oversight
over you. If you are a college student, the second reference should be from one of your professors. If you are oyttb&college
second reference shld be from an employer arbusiness associate. Note: Reference forms should not be completed by someone
who is related to you by birth or marriagdote: Please indicate by your signature that you understand that these recommendations
will not be a @rt of your educational record, and that you waive your right to view them.

Signature:
NAME OF PASTORREFERENCE POSITION
ADDRESS (include zip code)
NAME OF EDUCATIONAL OR PROFESSIONAL REFERENCE POSITION
ADDRESS (include zip code)
NAME OF REFERENCE POSITION




ADDRESS (include zip code)

6. CHURCH RELATIONSHIP

Please request a letter from the official governing body of your church stating (1) that you are a member or participant in good
standing, (2) that you are endorsed by them as having promise for effective ministry, and (3) confirming the lengthaf time a
description of your involvement. You may use talidation of Church Relationship form for making this request. The letter
should be sent back to you in a sealed envelope with the

Name of local church where you are a member or in current fellowship (give name and location):

With what ecclesiastical body is this church affiliated?

If you have attended this church less than one year, wheseywu attending before and for how long?

Are you licensed? A Yes A No Are you ordained?A Yes A No

7. PERSONAL STATUS

Sex: A Male A Female

Marital status: A Single A Married A Engaged A Widowed A Separated

(fengaged,pease substitute Afianc®0 or fAfianc®eo for fAspouseod

Have you ever been divorced or are you now separatddes A No If yes, attach statement. See instructions for details.

Spouseds name:

Spouseds date of birth: Date of

Has your spouse ever been divorced? Yes A No If yes, attach statement. See instructions failsle

Names of Children and dates of birth (if applicable)

8. CITIZENSHIP
Are you a/an (check one):
A Citizen of U.S.A. by birth?

A Naturalized citizen of the U.S.A.? When?

A Permanent resident or residentml{golder of green card)?
0 What is your country of citizenship?

A International student coming on a visa? What type of visa?

9. ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
Is Endish your native or birth language? Yes A No  If English is not your native or birth language, give the
date when TOEFL was or will be taken: Score:

(Required)

A Paper based test
A Computer based test



10. BOGRAPHICAL FACTS ABOUT THE APPLICANT

Statement
In a singlespaced typed 500 to 1,000 word statement, relate the details of the following phases of your Christian life:
a.Particulars about your conversion to Christ. Please state what a person must dea@tecel life and when you took that
step.
b.Your call to the gospel ministry or to Christian service: the area of ministry in which you are planning to serve.
c. The extent to which you have been involved and the success you have enjoyed in preactusgahan@ personally
leading others to Christ.
d.Your spiritual and vocational goals in life.
e.Your motives for doing undergraduate or graduate work.
f. Your plans for completing your intended program of studies.

Please list your Christian service/ministry sities in which you have been involved, include dates (ministry involvement,
church/organization).

Employment and leadership experience
List types and dates of employment in which you have engaged. If currently employtadduitate position.

In what campus organizations, extracurricular activities, service organizations, fraternal societies, etc., have yoactakepant?

What opportunities have you taken tardmstrate leadership, and what evidence of success in leadership have you seen?

Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savﬁor'?(eg A No When were you saved? _
Are you planning to be aA Pastor A Evangelist A Teacher A Chaplain A Missionary A Christian Eductor
A Other (specify)







